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Let’s assume we were telepathic and could communi-
cate our thoughts directly, without having to take recourse
to the spoken word. Thoughts are vibrations, energy. So
are musical notes. If we carefully, perhaps artistically,
phrase our thoughts in such a way that their frequencies
resonate harmoniously with the frequencies of the
thoughts of our conversation partners, we have harmony.

How do we communicate a potentially conflicting
idea?  We find the elements which do harmonize as our
conversation partner adjusts his thoughts similarly, until
the original meaning can be expressed and received in har-
mony. On Havona this is possible since there we deal only
with meanings and values and no egos or pride, and right
and wrong and blame and credit are meaningless.

In an environment like this a negative thought cannot
be expressed, or at least not communicated. Its frequency
simply is incapable of inducing resonance. Not until it is
so modulated that it is able to call forth harmonious reso-
nance is it capable of conveying meaning. And so we have
enduring peace and harmony.

Thoughts on Harmony
LEONARD ABLIETER

Somewhere along the coast of Mexico
leonardablieter@yahoo.com

ment was invalid due to the fact that we had not sought
prior approval for this written set of rules to supplement
or amend IUA’s Charter and Bylaws (Article 4 under Char-
tering of Associations). We plan to submit our proposed

Mail-In Election process to the Coordinating Committee
for approval soon after our spring election.

In the meantime, we did receive approval from the
Coordinating Committee to hold our election this year in
Portland on March 18 with the added provision for phone-
in voting to those that due to circumstances or distance
would not be able to attend the meeting.

NOMINATION/SELF-VOLUNTEER PROCESS
We will nominate candidates for the offices of Vice-

President and Secretary (these are two-year terms) at the
meeting on March 18. If you had paid dues to the associa-
tion for the year 2000, you are eligible to nominate candi-
dates or volunteer as a candidate. For those that will not
be able to attend the meeting, you may e-mail this infor-
mation to me (NUA President) at jeanetts@home.com with
a cc to Janet Quinn Nilsen (NUA Vice President) at
jqnagog@peak.org no later than March 16, or you may call
in this information the afternoon of the election. Call-in
time will be from 1:30 to 2:00 p.m. Phone: 503-656-8988.

ANNUAL DUES REQUIREMENT
In order to participate in this election, dues for 2001

must be received on or before March 18. We have reduced
the dues rate this year to $35.00 per person or $50.00 per
couple. Make checks payable to NUA. You may submit
your dues during the meeting or mail them in to our Trea-
surer: Mario Caoile, 4025 NE Shaver, Portland, OR  97212.

TELEPHONE ELECTION PROCESS
If you are interested in participating in this election,

but will not be physically present at the meeting, please
let us know by March 16 either by e-mail or phone call
(Jeanette Schafer, 541-754-0385). We will then call you the
afternoon of March 18 between 2:30 and 3:00 PM P.S.T.
You will be informed of the nominees and your vote will
be heard over a speaker phone by all present at the meet-
ing.

You will be notified of the election results via e-mail
or mail, our next issue of the NW Urantian, and by our
website: http://urantia.nw.home.att.net. We hope that
you will join us for this important meeting and potluck.

Sincerely,
Your NUA Board,

Jeanette Schafer, president; Janet Nilsen, vice-president;
Rebecca Oswald, secretary; Mario Caoile, treasurer

NUA to Hold Election March 18NUA to Hold Election March 18NUA to Hold Election March 18NUA to Hold Election March 18NUA to Hold Election March 18
Dear Urantia Book Readers of the Northwest:

SSSSSINCE LAST YEAR’S ELECTION had been in dispute the majority of
the year, and has only recently been adjudicated, we have had to
readdress our method for holding this year’s election. We were in-

formed by the Coordinating Committee as part of their Dispute Resolu-
tion Report that our Mail-In Election Process that we had begun to imple-

HHHHHARMONY IS the language of Havona. What a concept. But on
deeper reflection how could it be otherwise? Life on Havona is
perfect; ergo communication there is perfect. And how could com-

munication be perfect unless it were conducted in complete harmony?
Not a word of discord, not a dissonant note. All thoughts, statements,
responses harmonious. Difficult to imagine but possible.

Absentees May Vote by PhoneAbsentees May Vote by PhoneAbsentees May Vote by PhoneAbsentees May Vote by PhoneAbsentees May Vote by Phone

“Harmon“Harmon“Harmon“Harmon“Harmony is the ky is the ky is the ky is the ky is the keeeeey-y-y-y-y-
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Looking to the Future of  NUA

aspect of our association. So is placing referrals into home
groups, but we have the potential to do so much more.
We have some wonderful resources within our associa-
tion, some very talented people that we can begin to uti-
lize more fully.

What we need are projects that people can really sink
their teeth into. We can make a difference within the or-
ganization and within our communities. Please take some
time to consider the possibilities. I would like to talk with
you about your ideas on what we can accomplish, and
your thoughts on how we can begin to implement a
projects that will both stimulate and excite us, as well as
making a meaningful contribution. Please contact me at
jeanetts@home.com or (541) 754-0385, I would like to hear
from you.

We’ve been given a wonderful revelation ... how can
we increase the return on this investment?

—Jeanette Schafer, NUA President

IIIII AM LOOKING FORWARD to a fresh beginning this year. My vi-
sion for us is to move forward with plans by setting meaningful goals
and bringing them forth to fruition. But, it will take dedication on our

part and all of us working together for our association to realize a greater
purpose. Fostering and maintaining study groups is a very important

Treasurer’s ReportTreasurer’s ReportTreasurer’s ReportTreasurer’s ReportTreasurer’s Report
As of March 2, 2001

Balance Received from Anne James,
Outgoing NUA Treasurer,  3/26/00                      $178.34
Receipts

Members’ Dues                                $830.00
Newsletter Donations                           20.00

Total Receipts                                                   $850.00
Total                                                         $1,028.34

Disbursements
Print Issue 16                                         $130.05
Postage Issue 16                                   61.25
Contribution U. Foundation             100.00
Postage Election                                     8.00

Total Disbursements                                        $299.30
Balance on hand 3/2/01                                            $729.04

Total                                                          $1,028.34

Expenses for Issue 17 coming up shortly. Deadline for
NUA annual dues is March 1. You may pay your dues at
the election meeting on March 18. Dues for 2001 have been
reduced:  $35 for singles and $50 for couples.  If you plan
to vote by phone, your dues payment must be received
no later than March 18 by the treasurer:

—Mario Caoile, 4025 NE Shaver, Portland, OR 97212.
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TTTTTHE NUA GOVERNING Board met by telephone
conference on January 25, 2001. The primary or-
der of business was to prepare for the upcoming

March elections. Any changes to NUA’s election proce-
dure still in place since the election in March 2000 need to
be approved by the IUA Coordinating Committee. There
was only a brief window of time between the date of our
telephone conference and the date by which meeting no-
tices had to be mailed in order to be received at least 30
days prior to the meeting.

At the same time, we wanted to ensure the possibility
of participation of all paid members in the election meet-
ing. After considering several alternatives, we concluded
that the best idea was to arrange for telephone call-in vot-
ing during the meeting itself, available to paid members
unable to attend.

President Jeanette Schafer drafted a petition to that
effect. By e-mail, each member of the NUA GB indicated
approval of the petition. It was e-mailed to the Coordi-
nating Committee, who promptly approved the phone-in
addition to our former voting procedure.

A letter was sent by e-mail and US mail to the NUA
membership in time to be received by February 11th, more
than 30 days before the upcoming election meeting on
March 18th. The letter announced the March 2001 elec-
tion meeting, the annual dues requirement, and described
the nominating and phone-in procedures.

—Rebecca Oswald, NUA Secretary

Secretary’s ReportSecretary’s ReportSecretary’s ReportSecretary’s ReportSecretary’s Report
15 February 2001

The URANTIA Book teachings. IUA provides a choice to
those readers who wish to join a Urantia Book based or-
ganization which focuses entirely on helping URANTIA
Foundation disseminate the inviolate text of The URAN-
TIA Book. As long as IUA stays its designated
course, steered by loyal and experienced readers,  it will
continue to be a necessary element in the spiritual economy
of Urantia.  IUA will persist and prosper despite any out-
side challenge.

Last March, certain inequities and errors in our own
local UA procedures came to light. Examination of these
procedural errors has since instigated the adoption of
many positive changes throughout the whole global asso-
ciation. Many inconsistencies in the IUA bylaws were rec-
ognized and will either be removed or corrected in the
new, improved bylaws, now almost ready for our inspec-
tion. Because IUA is so precious, all difficulties in obtain-
ing just, clear and fair bylaws are worth any effort.

I’ll always regard the 1995 NUA charter meeting as
an important life event. Since then, it’s been an honor to
serve IUA as an NUA board member and newsletter edi-
tor. My very best wishes to the next Vice President of NUA.

—Janet Quinn Nilsen, NUA Vice President

IIIIIUA IS A UNIQUE organization. It is the only association on the planet
whose members have pledged their loyalty to uphold the provisions
of URANTIA Foundation’s guiding document, the Declaration of

Trust. By so pledging, we IUA members have set ourselves a high goal of
organizational behavior and procedures in keeping with the spirit of

A Unique Organization
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There are a myriad of worlds but one thought from which they grew
Its Law is order, which cannot swerve
Its creatures are many and all free to choose
The path to the One from which they were

All disorder they create,
Which in itself is pain
Then woe and hate and fear come forth
From recognition they remain

Yet the great one is a golden light It’s not remote but near
Hold thyself within its glow And behold all things clear

With all thy breathing being One thing must be known
With thine own thought all came to be
With thine own thought all will be known.

From this disorder of imposed misery
Will arise an order of Peace
For man must create the grand repose
And cause disunity to cease

For his heart’s desire cannot be robbed
All beauty and splendor he’s known
The power is his to stand within light
And draw to himself his own

Let pass through your mind what you would desire
Take heed it will harm no man
Meditate then on the wish of the heart
And create all that one can acquire...

Law and Order

Dear Yukon:
We will have much explaining to do on the

mansion worlds, the least of which is about
snow. But as you frolic in it, curse it, and en-
gage in strategic snowball fights, consider this:
If it weren’t for the peculiar properties of water existing in
the three forms of solid, liquid and gas; if ice didn’t float; if
water weren’t made up of two gas molecules—life such as
ours would be impossible on this planet. Think of that the
next time you sip a latte, and give a little extra credit to the
planetary design staff.

------- -------
Dear Dodger:
What three things would you like most to happen at

NUA, or in the Urantia movement in general? —Roger
Reader and Belinda Believer

Dear Roger and Belinda:
1. Get dynamic about the Brotherhood of Man and the

Fatherhood of God.

Those aren’t just words, they’re a challenge. A goal. A
necessary reality for our daily lives.

2. Stop being so grumpy and enjoy yourselves. Life is
short, and you’re only on this beautiful blue marble once.

3. Remember that spiritual growth is personal and in-
dividual. You do not know God’s will for anybody else.
Instead of giving or taking advice, look within your own
heart for your personal path and follow it fearlessly.

------- -------
Dear Dodger:
Midterm exams are about to kill me.  What should

I do? —Stan
Dear Stan:
Study.

------- -------
Dear Dodger:
In the Fall 2000 issue of the Northwest Urantian you

wrote: “Satan prefers black licorice, everybody knows
that.”  I didn’t know that. I really like black licorice. Does
that make me Satanic? Will eating it in the future now be
a sin rather than just evil? —Alarmed Reader

Dear Alarmed Reader:
Ignorance of natural laws is no excuse. I’m afraid you’re

doomed.
Love, Dodger

DDDDDEAR DODGER: HERE IN THE FAR NORTH, snow is ever on
our minds this time of year. I wonder when we get to the
mansion worlds, how we will ever explain snow to those

ascending mortals from planets not blessed with this curious
stuff?—Yukon Cornelius

NORTHWEST URANTIAN is funded by the dues of Northwest
Urantia Association members. If you are not a member, we
encourage you to join the NUA. We accept donations to offset
postage and printing costs. Please feel free to submit articles, stories,
Dodger questions, poems, etc. We reserve the right to edit
submissions. Send material for publication to mc-hk@att.net or
Mario Caoile, 4025 NE Shaver, Portland, OR 97212, USA
Deadline for next issue: June 5, 2001

NORTHWEST URANTIA ASSOCIATION
is affiliated with International Urantia
Association and Urantia Foundation.

The NUA Governing Board
President—Jeanette Schafer

541-754-0385, jeanetts@home.com
*Vice-President—Janet Nilsen

541-367-4302, jqnagog@peak.org
*Secretary—Rebecca Oswald

541-747-2521, raoswald@aol.com
Treasurer—Mario Caoile

503-288-2568, mc-hk@att.net
*Positions up for election March 18, 2001

Study Groups Coordinator—Pat Murnin
503-777-3236, patmurn@spiritone.com

Visit the NUA website at http://urantia.nw.home.att.net
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Thanks to . . .Thanks to . . .Thanks to . . .Thanks to . . .Thanks to . . .
• The Coordinating Committee for helping us resolve last
year’s election dispute. The full text of their decision may
be viewed at http://urantia.nw.home.att.net
• Dodger and all the two-footed writers for their stuff.
• Michael D’Ambrosia of Portland and Bill & Nancy
Bigelow of Hawaii for their monetary contribution.
• Our invisible friends for helping us humans big time.
• Jeanette Schafer for the use of her color printer and for
mailing this, our first issue in color! —Mario Caoile

Ask
Dodger
Ask
Dodger
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We meet at our mom’s house, like we do every year,
to exchange gifts and catch up on the comings and goings
of our all too busy lives. A rare event to find us all to-
gether under the same roof at the same time. A small
miracle in itself.

Our table almost groans under the weight of the food.
And presents from and for so many spill out from under
the branches of the Christmas tree onto the floor and along
the wall like a festive river in flood. We have our health.
We have each other. We are loved and we love. We are
blessed to have so much I think to myself and close my
eyes for a moment.

I look once again at my mom. She is smiling quietly to
herself watching her extended family making all this
happy noise in her home. It has not been easy for her. My
father died twenty-two years ago at the age of forty-four.
He was career Air Force and we traveled extensively, liv-
ing overseas and many different places here in America.
He was also a musician. He always had a band wherever
we lived. It was usually an eight-piece affair, including a
four-piece horn section, playing rhythm and blues music.
I grew up thinking everyone had an eight-piece band re-
hearsing in their living room. He once toured with Lloyd
Price. The only white man on stage. He used to come on
local TV every Saturday night when we lived in Savan-
nah, Georgia. He played at the American Embassy in En-
gland and on stages in Morocco, Africa. Their lifestyle was
different from almost everyone else we knew. They em-
braced it with a passion. But it came to an end with the
death of my father. She never remarried.

She also never went to church except for family wed-
dings, funerals and the occasional Easter when we were
young and my father was still alive. And due to lifestyle
and belief (or lack thereof), both she and my father aban-
doned the dogma of organized religion long, long ago.
She wasn’t concerned with Hell. She didn’t believe in it.

AAAAALL MY EARLY ATTEMPTS to talk about The
URANTIA Book never impressed her...as much my

fault as anything else. Though over the last few years she
would make comments like, “Steve and I kinda believe
the same thing.” And I would think, how would she know
that? She doesn’t really know what I believe. She never
wanted to talk about God but in the most general of terms.
She didn’t really want to talk about death at all. We never
got to the life after part. These things made her uncom-
fortable. There was a void between what she didn’t be-

lieve and what she wished she could. She
needed a bridge she could trust. Yet, I recog-
nized the comments she made as a sign that
she wanted to believe in something. At long last,
she was looking. And I began to see it wasn’t
my words that impressed her but my actions:
she began to question me about the conferences
I spoke of participating in, the friends I had
made from other states, other countries, my un-

swerving belief in “this book” over the years, and how
these beliefs had changed me from the man I once was.
She had seen the change.

Still, it took me by surprise, when earlier this year she
said she might like to look at “that book you like to read.”
Normally, this would be THE SIGN I would look for. But
between trying to make sure I did this just right and a
hectic lifestyle on my part I actually put it off and then
forgot she even mentioned it. Three weeks later she re-
minded me again: “I thought you were going to bring that
book over.” Is she serious? Is it more than coincidence
she has asked twice? I started making plans on how I
would handle her questions. At Thanksgiving, she said,
“Hey, where is that book you promised?”

So, there we were: My family gathered around the
Christmas tree and everyone is opening presents.  Laugh-
ter and thank-yous fill the air. There is much movement,
noise and merrymaking bordering almost on pandemo-
nium filling up the room. Wrapping paper is flying. My
son, Keegan, is the youngest of all the children present.
His eyes are shining, full of light and innocence.

He is pulling on my sleeve trying to show me his base-
ball cards. I am watching my mother. She is the only one
not moving. Voices began to recede and everything goes
to slow motion. She is holding a book. It is opened in her
lap and she is reading it. There are colored lights of green,
blue and red moving and blinking on the white dust jacket
and I am finding it hard to breath. I allow myself one last
look before I have to turn away. Everything is blurring.
The lights on the Christmas tree are elongating and the
stinging sensation is hurting my eyes. Keegan pets my
hand and asks if I feel OK.

WWWWWHEN I LOOK BACK she is smiling at me and
mouths a ‘thank-you’ across the room. I wave a

“you’re welcome” back. A space has been bridged between
us...between her and the unknown. She has taken the first
step upon a new bridge...and I know it to be as solid as
the rock where Moses stood.

Later, when I fumble an explanation of how hard the
Forward is and if she just wants to thumb through the
book at first and if she has any questions...she stops me
with a hand on my sleeve and says kissing me on the cheek,
“I’m going to read all of it.” The sweetest gift, a mother’s
love.

So, here is wishing all of you, my extended family, a
Happy New Year! May you and yours grow closer as the
days on this planet grow shorter.

Thank you so much for the many gifts and talents you
have shared disseminating the teachings in your own spe-
cial way.

We are all part of the same family tree...multicolored
lights reflecting God’s love. Shine on.

The Same Family Tree
STEVE SHINALL

NW Georgia
Shinall46@aol.com
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SSSSSO, THERE WE WERE:  Brothers, sisters, wives, hus-
bands, children, grandchildren, a few friends and our
mother.  Nineteen of us gathered together around the Christmas tree

with its multicolored lights throwing soft reflections in the mirrors, win-
dows and eyes.  I look at my mom, at my brothers and sister, at our chil-
dren. We are all living reflections of the life that gave us life. Multicol-
ored light throwing off light.

...for in ever...for in ever...for in ever...for in ever...for in ever y darky darky darky darky dark
hour,hour,hour,hour,hour, at ever at ever at ever at ever at every cross-y cross-y cross-y cross-y cross-
road in the forwardroad in the forwardroad in the forwardroad in the forwardroad in the forward
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By universal determinism I mean the idea that all
things happen in response to an essentially mechanical
all-encompassing “law.” Essentially this is the stance of a
consistent materialist/determinist. (It is possible to be a
materialist and not a determinist, witness for example
many who are completely materialist in their philosophy
yet hold to quantum indeterminacy). In this view both
consciousness and volition are mere byproducts of purely
physical agents operating by way of inescapable causal
law.

BBBBBY UNIVERSAL NECESSITY I mean the idea that,
ultimately, all things and actions are connected and

necessary. In this context those things need not at all be
physical things or actions; love is a thing in the broad sense
of the term, as are courage and humor and logic. A thing
in this sense can be something material, mental, spiritual
or personal or an action. The idea of universal necessity
does not reduce all entities and actions to physical enti-
ties and their actions, though both it and the idea of uni-
versal determinism espouse a kind of universal lawful-
ness—though in racially different ways.

But why believe that a universal lawfulness can exist?
I can think of no better explanation that the one offered at
the beginning of this century by the philosopher H.W.B.
Joseph, from his book An Introduction to Logic:

“…Yet if a thing is to have any determinate nature
and character at all, there must be uniformity of ac-
tion in different things of that character, or of the
same thing on different like occasions. If a thing a
under conditions c produces a change x in subject
s…the way in which it acts must be a partial expres-
sion of what it is. It could only act differently, if it
were different. As long therefore as it is a, and stands
related under conditions c to a subject that is s, no
other effect than x can be produced; and to say that
the same thing acting on the same thing under the

same conditions may yet produce a different
effect is to say that a thing need not be what
it is… A thing, to be at all, must be some-
thing, and can only be what it is. To assert a
causal connection between a and x implies
that a acts as it does because it is; because, in
fact, it is a. So long therefore as it is a, it must
act thus; and to assert that it may act other-
wise on a subsequent occasion is to assert that

what is a is something else than the a which it is
declared to be.”
By determinate Joseph does not mean, in the terms

used here, deterministic. It only means that to be some-
thing is to be something specific. The book beside me on
the table is a specific book and not somewhat book and
somewhat penguin in anything like a consistent use of the
terms. Again, the word “thing” is used very broadly here.
To be is to be something specific, but that specific thing
can be a thought, feeling, person, state, etc. The universe
consists of specific things and God is a specific thing—a
specific being. To deny the determinate nature of things
is, of necessity, to deny the determinate nature of God.
This has at least two immediate effects:  to rob God of
being something specific and thereby rob God of being at
all and secondly, to destroy any rational concept of a de-
pendable God.

HHHHHOW DOES THIS RELATE to the teachings of The
Urantia Book? Interestingly, the authors seldom

weigh in on technical philosophic issues in any kind of
systematic way.  Still, I think the view I am arguing for
here is implicit, if not fully explicit, in any number of state-
ments on the nature of divinity:

P.1299 - §1 The omnipotence of Deity does not imply the
power to do the nondoable. Within the time-space frame and
from the intellectual reference point of mortal comprehen-
sion, even the infinite God cannot create square circles or
produce evil that is inherently good. God cannot do the
ungodlike thing. Such a contradiction of philosophic terms is
the equivalent of nonentity and implies that nothing is thus
created. A personality trait cannot at the same time be God-
like and ungodlike. Compossibility is innate in divine power.
And all of this is derived from the fact that omnipotence not
only creates things with a nature but also gives origin to the
nature of all things and beings.

P.1185 - §2 Nothing in the entire universe can substi-
tute for the fact of experience on nonexistential levels. The
infinite God is, as always, replete and complete, infinitely
inclusive of all things except evil and creature experience.
God cannot do wrong; he is infallible.

God can only do what it is in God’s nature to do. I see
no reason to believe that logic, or the authors of the UB,
would think that it is possible for anyone or anything else
to do otherwise.

Is this a radical curtailment of freedom of will on the
part of God or any other person? In a word, no. The free-
dom to do the undoable is not a freedom to do anything
at all. Still, there are many other factors that can shed light
on the nature of freedom as it relates to necessity, and
that will be the subject of the next section.

NecessityNecessityNecessityNecessityNecessity
CARL RAMM

Anchorage, Alaska
ramm@alaska.net

NOTE: This is the second part in a series relating the concepts of free-
dom and necessity, and their integration through the philosophic idea
of compatabilism. This series is being written serially, and in the first section I
used the word “determinism” in a very different sense from how I will use it from
now on. I apologize for the change, but I think it necessary to keep the usage more
in line with the one most readers will be familiar with. What I previously referred
to as “determinism” I will now refer to as “necessity.”

“...even the infinite“...even the infinite“...even the infinite“...even the infinite“...even the infinite
God cannot createGod cannot createGod cannot createGod cannot createGod cannot create
square circles or pro-square circles or pro-square circles or pro-square circles or pro-square circles or pro-
duce evil that is in-duce evil that is in-duce evil that is in-duce evil that is in-duce evil that is in-
herently good. Godherently good. Godherently good. Godherently good. Godherently good. God
cannot do thecannot do thecannot do thecannot do thecannot do the
ungodlikungodlikungodlikungodlikungodlike thing.e thing.e thing.e thing.e thing.”””””
—P—P—P—P—P.1299 - §1.1299 - §1.1299 - §1.1299 - §1.1299 - §1

IIIIIN STARTING THIS SECTION I should make note of my use of termi-
nology. In trying to keep the terms I utilize as close as possible to both
their popular usage and their use in The Urantia Book I am making a

distinction between universal necessity and universal determinism. I am
arguing for universal necessity but arguing against universal determin-
ism. This may seem like a forced distinction, but I hope that my reasons
for adopting it will become clear.
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IUA as a group, avoids social, political, economic, or reli-
gious entanglements.  I’m happy to see that there’s no im-
plication that members must police each other or report
anti-Foundation activities of their brothers and sisters. I
really like the strong wording that is meant to allow free-
dom of interpretation of The Urantia Book. However, I do
have some questions regarding a few areas that I am con-
fused about.

1. WHAT DO YOU MEAN by “holy books” when
you say “IUA has no creeds, dogmas, priests, rituals, or
holy books”? How is the Urantia Book different from a
“holy book”?

CATHY JONES ANSWERS: It is not the intent of The
Urantia Book to be worshiped or create a shrine of the book
or the Foundation building. Nothing of a material nature is
deified. For IUA membership one may belong to any church
or no church. The Urantia Book is written for the indi-
vidual—he interprets the teachings for his life. The book is a
“first edition” for each reader.

2. YOU SAY THAT THE IUA is “not a religious or-
ganization” although it is “comprised of individual reli-
gionists” and is “intended to foster” the spiritual fellow-
ship of the kingdom of heaven.” Since the IUA purposes
are devoted to fostering a religion, studying, implement-
ing, and disseminating The Urantia Book teachings—the
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man” how is
it that the IUA is not a religious organization? I can see
how the IUA is not a religion, but it certainly seems to me
to be “a religious organization.” How do you see it as be-
ing different from one?

IUA is organized to foster a “personal” religion. The cur-
rent understanding of a religious organization is one in which
a person professes to accept a set of rules, such as Mormon-
ism and the “word of wisdom” or the Catholic, Lutheran and
Episcopal churches with the Nicaean Creed, the Christian
Protestants with the virgin birth and atonement doctrine.
All religious beliefs are part of the spiritual brotherhood, we
are a part of that entire group, but do not adhere to any of the
dogmas or practices, as a group. Even though any individual
may actually be a member of any of those bodies.

3. ON THE ONE HAND the IUA is to “foster the in-
depth study of The Urantia Book and the orderly dissemi-
nation of its teachings” and members will “carry encour-
age non-invasive dissemination of The Urantia Book and
it’s teachings” while in another place you say “the IUA is

not designed to carry the
teachings of The Urantia
Book to planetary culture
in its own name.” Aren’t
these contradictory statements? How can the IUA avoid
doing this “in its own name” if it is also “given the crucial
task of representing to the public the name “Urantia,”
“Urantian,” and the Concentric Circles Symbol”?

Non-invasive dissemination means to not force the teach-
ings on anyone. The teachings will be demonstrated by the
lives we live and the words we speak which come from the
hearts of those living the concepts. Our lives are more pow-
erful than we realize. Orderly dissemination is being in tune
as we interact with others we will instinctively know if one is
seeking for truth and is receptive to hearing about The Uran-
tia Book. Actually, we just follow the Thought Adjusters,
who do the leading. When a person is ready, the teacher ap-
pears. Making sure the books are in libraries and bookstores
where a truth-seeker would normally go if looking for en-
lightenment is one of our service projects.

There are so many truths contained in the book that are
in direct contradiction to current beliefs, that if you threw
the whole book at say a Jewish person who didn’t accept Jesus
as anything other than a good Jewish teacher, he would com-
pletely reject the book. However, they would accept other con-
cepts, if properly presented, such as Jesus taught prior to his
formal ministry. We are told to present the teachings it doesn’t
say to “sell them the book.”

Preserving the word “Urantia,” “Urantian,” and the
Concentric Circles Symbol are necessary at this point in his-
tory. If allowed to be in the public domain and used indis-
criminately a person may be “vaccinated” against the book
and when he/she has reached a point of spiritual readiness, he
will already have a negative impression of the book and will
pass through this life without the advantage of the teachings.

We have been told that we are part of the first wave—we
are given the book prematurely, before the world is ready for
the teachings. We are to build thousands of study groups
and prepare teachers and leaders. We are living during the
material age. The age to come will be spiritual. It is our re-
sponsibility to be ready when the social climate is ready for
the influx of seekers, we will be ready to receive them with
places to study and fraternize with like-minded souls.

4. IT IS APPARENT THAT BY providing broad ac-
cess to The Urantia Book through bookstores and libraries
without the interference of intermediaries, the Urantia
Foundation wants to avoid the existence of official inter-
pretations of The Urantia Book, and I strongly support this
stance. As I understand it, the IUA’s license to use the
registered marks while its members concurrently support
the Foundation’s trusteeship of the copyright and marks,
stops others from claiming to “officially represent” The
Urantia Book or its teachings. This is good. My question is

Cathy Jones Responds to a Portland Reader’s Questions

Page 6 Northwest Urantian

RRRRREADER FROM PORTLAND: I have been reading over the char-
ter of the IUA and am surprised to find myself feeling much more
positive about it than I had thought I would. I like the many posi-

tive pronouncements that there are no leaders, that teachers will natu-
rally emerge and not be chosen, that local associations are self-govern-
ing, that there’s flexibility to amend some of the bylaws, and that the

WWWWWe hae hae hae hae have been toldve been toldve been toldve been toldve been told
that wthat wthat wthat wthat we are pare are pare are pare are pare are part oft oft oft oft of
the first wathe first wathe first wathe first wathe first wave—wve—wve—wve—wve—we aree aree aree aree are
given the book pre-given the book pre-given the book pre-given the book pre-given the book pre-
maturely, before thematurely, before thematurely, before thematurely, before thematurely, before the
wwwwworororororld is ready for theld is ready for theld is ready for theld is ready for theld is ready for the
teachingsteachingsteachingsteachingsteachings.....     WWWWWe are toe are toe are toe are toe are to
build thousands ofbuild thousands ofbuild thousands ofbuild thousands ofbuild thousands of
study groups and pre-study groups and pre-study groups and pre-study groups and pre-study groups and pre-
pare teachers andpare teachers andpare teachers andpare teachers andpare teachers and
leadersleadersleadersleadersleaders.....     WWWWWe are livinge are livinge are livinge are livinge are living
during the materialduring the materialduring the materialduring the materialduring the material
ageageageageage..... The age to come The age to come The age to come The age to come The age to come
will be spiritual.will be spiritual.will be spiritual.will be spiritual.will be spiritual.
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this: Does this also, however, establish the Urantia Foun-
dation and/or the IUA as the organization or organiza-
tions which can officially” represent The Urantia Book  and
its interpretation? What exactly does “officially represent”
The Urantia Book mean? Represent it to whom?

The IUA, through its licensing agreement with Urantia
Foundation, may legally use the registered marks. It is more
than a legal arrangement. As a group, we are honored to be
interdependent partners with the Foundation, as their desig-
nated representatives in the dissemination process. There are
many, and many more groups will emerge, that will attach
themselves to The Urantia Book. The IUA does not, and will
not, combine The Urantia Book teachings with any other
teachings. Our groups are committed to keeping the teach-
ings as put forth by the Revelators—and give each and every
reader the opportunity to form their personal religion as
gleaned from those teachings. The IUA represents those teach-
ings to the world.

5. WHY ARE DECISIONS TO ADMIT new mem-
bers made by the governing board rather than by other
methods, such as through a membership committee or
vote of the entire membership?

The Membership Committee is a standing committee. Ap-
plications for membership are presented to this committee who
will interview and answer any question the appli-
cant may have. This information and recommenda-
tion is given to the governing board, who is elected
by the membership to make that determination of
acceptance on their behalf.

6. WHY ARE THE FOUNDATION and IUA
encouraging the publication of secondary works,
newsletters, etc. which might be taken as official
interpretations of The Urantia Book and its teachings?
Wasn’t the philosophy regarding secondary works much
more conservative in the early days of the Urantia Broth-
erhood because of the desire that there not be competi-
tion to the incomparable teachings of The Urantia Book?
Why the change in philosophy now?

Secondary works are a natural derivative of a personal
dedication to the teachings. They are not published by the
Foundation and do not violate copyrighted material. Since
1993 the Foundation has published copyright guidelines.

7. THE IUA IS ORGANIZED geographically by lo-
cales, regions, nations, and even internationally. However,
The Urantia Book discusses problems of internationalism,
helping us to envision one world government. Already
we can see possibilities for the formation of Associations
by such organization as Internet communities. Is the for-
mation of Associations based on geographic and political
divisions the wisest method of organization for a fellow-
ship such as the IUA?

The IUA is an evolving organization. To meet our mem-
bership needs at the present time, we must be organized by
nations. The CNP pulls the nations together. The Urantia
Book cites the pattern of the United States, with separate
states as being ideal. One-world (spiritual and political) gov-
ernment will be achieved in the future, for now this is what is
working for the IUA.

8. THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE PUTS the
welfare of the Association ahead of that of the individual,
in contrast to Jesus and the superuniverse government

judges. Why? Is this really consistent with the teachings
of The Urantia Book?

The individual is now, and always will be, the most im-
portant element of the fraternal organization. You must have
gleaned this interpretation from this sentence in the present
Charter: “The common welfare of IUA should be the first
priority of its members, with individual rights of members
held as a close second priority.” I believe what they were try-
ing to say is that the responsibility of disseminating the Rev-
elation is our primary responsibility and is bigger than each
of us. This does not diminish the importance of the Father-
fragment-indwelled individual. The key words being CLOSE
second priority.

9. THE IUA BYLAWS SAY that members must sup-
port the teachings of The Urantia Book. What does “sup-
port” mean? Belief? Agreement with? Does this mean 100%
of the teachings of The Urantia Book or some percentage?

A requirement for being a voting member of IUA is to
have read The Urantia Book in its entirety. It hardly seems
feasible that one would consider joining a group unless he
supports, believes and agrees with the book whose teachings
he proposes to disseminate. One only completely understands
these teachings by courageously living them. This is an evo-
lutionary process. The starting place is a commitment, coupled

with desire.
10. WHAT DOES “CONTRIBUTE annually to

the Urantia Foundation” mean? Financial contribu-
tion or otherwise? Do the dues paid to the local
Association, part of which are sent on to the Uran-
tia Foundation, count as this contribution? By when
must annual dues be paid? Can someone be con-

sidered an active member, i.e., part of the quorum for vot-
ing, if they haven’t paid their annual dues?

Paying annual dues is a requirement for membership and
voting privileges. The revised charter will clarify this ques-
tion more fully. Each association’s bylaws designate their
annual meeting and dues-paying dates.

11. “THE ACT OF A MAJORITY present at a meet-
ing at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the
group...” Does that mean a majority of paid-up members?
What does “is present” mean...in person?

Only paid-up members are allowed to vote. A quorum
may consist of the eligible membership and may vote in per-
son or by proxy, according to the existing by-laws of an asso-
ciation.

12. WHAT IS CONSIDERED “too large” for an As-
sociation to become? Has “too large” precedence been set?

The IUA simply provides scaffolding for disseminating
and developing teachers and leaders. Leadership rotates—as
an organization grows in membership, to allow for leader-
ship opportunities, an organization may be divided.

13. THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE is to make
contact with applicants, but since the Associations are not
self-promoting (or is that just the IUA?) I assume the local
associations are not to promote the Association or other-
wise actively seek members? That’s all for now.

”Self-promoting” in the charter simply means that we
promote the teachings of The Urantia Book. It doesn’t mean
that associations do not actively seek members.

Thank you. You gave me a hefty Sunday assignment, one
that I completely welcome.

“Jesus' usual technique“Jesus' usual technique“Jesus' usual technique“Jesus' usual technique“Jesus' usual technique
of social contact wasof social contact wasof social contact wasof social contact wasof social contact was
to drato drato drato drato draw people outw people outw people outw people outw people out
and into talking withand into talking withand into talking withand into talking withand into talking with
him bhim bhim bhim bhim by asking themy asking themy asking themy asking themy asking them
questionsquestionsquestionsquestionsquestions..... The inter- The inter- The inter- The inter- The inter-
view wview wview wview wview would usuallyould usuallyould usuallyould usuallyould usually
bebebebebegin bgin bgin bgin bgin by his askingy his askingy his askingy his askingy his asking
them questions andthem questions andthem questions andthem questions andthem questions and
end bend bend bend bend by their askingy their askingy their askingy their askingy their asking
him questionshim questionshim questionshim questionshim questions..... He was He was He was He was He was
equally adept in teach-equally adept in teach-equally adept in teach-equally adept in teach-equally adept in teach-
ing bing bing bing bing by either askingy either askingy either askingy either askingy either asking
or answor answor answor answor answering ques-ering ques-ering ques-ering ques-ering ques-
tionstionstionstionstions.....”””””
—P—P—P—P—P.1460 - §6.1460 - §6.1460 - §6.1460 - §6.1460 - §6

I believe what theI believe what theI believe what theI believe what theI believe what theyyyyy
wwwwwere trere trere trere trere trying to saying to saying to saying to saying to say isy isy isy isy is
that the responsibilitythat the responsibilitythat the responsibilitythat the responsibilitythat the responsibility
of disseminating theof disseminating theof disseminating theof disseminating theof disseminating the
Revelation is our pri-Revelation is our pri-Revelation is our pri-Revelation is our pri-Revelation is our pri-
marmarmarmarmary responsibility andy responsibility andy responsibility andy responsibility andy responsibility and
is bigger than each ofis bigger than each ofis bigger than each ofis bigger than each ofis bigger than each of
ususususus..... This does not di- This does not di- This does not di- This does not di- This does not di-
minish the imporminish the imporminish the imporminish the imporminish the importancetancetancetancetance
of the Fof the Fof the Fof the Fof the Father-fragment-ather-fragment-ather-fragment-ather-fragment-ather-fragment-
indwindwindwindwindwelled individual.elled individual.elled individual.elled individual.elled individual.
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Postage
4025 NE Shaver, Portland, OR 97212, USA

Ph: 503-288-2568, mc-hk@att.net

Mornings Free?
We are considering a morning UB
study/reading meeting in Portland.
Say…Tuesday, 10 a.m. to noon. Inter-
ested? Call Dennis 503-222-5662 or
Mario 503-288-2568, mc-hk@att.net

ht tp ://urant ia .nw.home.at t .net
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DRIVING DIRECTIONS

1: From I-5 Merge onto I-205
2: At I-205 Exit 8, turn off onto Ramp
Coming from North, turn RIGHT onto Willamette Dr./Hwy 43
Coming from South, turn LEFT onto Willamette Dr./Hwy 43

3: Merge onto SR-43 [Willamette Drive] (North)
4: Turn RIGHT (East) onto Dillow Drive
5: Turn RIGHT (South) onto Willamette View Court
Arrive 2004 Willamette View Court, West Linn

NORTHWEST URANTIA ELECTION MEETING & POTLUCK
Sunday, March 18 • Starts at 1:00 PM
2004 Willamette View Court • West Linn, OR
Host: Anne James • Phone:  503-656-8988
All Urantia Book Readers Are Welcome!

WELCOME NEW NUA
MEMBERS 2000–01

Rebecca Bratrude
Omak, Washington

Steve Beers
Auburn, Washington

Jamail McKinney
 Portland, Oregon

Alvie ‘Bud’ Hughes
Soldotna, Alaska

NUNUNUNUNUA 200A 200A 200A 200A 2001 E1 E1 E1 E1 ELECTIONLECTIONLECTIONLECTIONLECTION M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING & P & P & P & P & POOOOOTLTLTLTLTLUCKUCKUCKUCKUCK

Sunday, March 18, 2001, Begins 1:00 PM. West Linn,
Oregon. Absentees may vote by phone. Bring food and
don’t forget your Adjuster. (See box to right)
WWWWWASHINGASHINGASHINGASHINGASHINGTTTTTONONONONON S S S S STTTTTAAAAATETETETETE U U U U URANTIARANTIARANTIARANTIARANTIA G G G G GAAAAATHERINGTHERINGTHERINGTHERINGTHERING

Sunday, July 15, 2001. Olympia/Tacoma/Seattle area
in Washington. Sponsored by Northwest Urantia As-
sociation. If you want to assist in putting together this
conference please contact Mark Alexander, who is co-
ordinating this event at 360-352-5177, or Jeanette
Schafer 541-754-0385, jeanetts@home.com
USUUSUUSUUSUUSUA NA NA NA NA NAAAAATIONALTIONALTIONALTIONALTIONAL C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE 200 200 200 200 20011111
July 20 thru July 23, 2001, St. Mary College,
Leavenworth, Kansas (20 minutes from Kansas City
International Airport). Theme:“Preparing As Teach-
ers and Leaders, or What Are You Doing With the
Rest of Your Life?” Host: The Zebedee Guild of Mis-
souri, assisted by the Greater Kansas City Urantia
Assn. Presentation application deadline: April 1. For
more information please contact Jerry or Carrie Prentice
at prentice@socket.net or 573-294-7350.
NNNNNORORORORORTHWESTHWESTHWESTHWESTHWESTTTTT U U U U URANTIARANTIARANTIARANTIARANTIA M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING & P & P & P & P & POOOOOTLTLTLTLTLUCKUCKUCKUCKUCK

Sunday, October 14, 2001, Begins 1:00 p.m. Corvallis,
Oregon. Jeanette jeanetts@home.com 541-754-0385.
IUIUIUIUIUA IA IA IA IA INTERNANTERNANTERNANTERNANTERNATIONALTIONALTIONALTIONALTIONAL C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE 2002 2002 2002 2002 2002
August 2002. Paris, France. Details to follow.
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